CHEYNEL.

in a regular disputation. Accordingly, they appointed the
12th of November for an inquiry: " Whether, in the
Christian church, the office of minister is committed to any
particular persons ?"

On the day fixed, the antagonists appeared, each at-,
tended by great numbers; but, when the question was pro-
posed, they began to wrangle, not about the doctrine,
which they had engaged to examine, but about the terms
of the proposition, which the independents alleged to be
changed since their agreement; and, at length, the soldiers
insisted that the question should be, " Whether those who
call themselves ministers, have more right or power to
preach the gospel, than any other man that is a Christian?"
This question was debated, for some time, .with great vehe-.
mence and confusion, but without any prospect of a con-,
elusion. At length, one of the soldiers, who thought they
had an equal right with the rest to engage in the contro-
versy, demanded of the presbyterians, whence they them-
selves received their orders, whether from bishops, or any
other persons. This unexpected interrogatory put them
to great difficulties; for it happened that they were all
ordained by the bishops, which they durst not acknowledge,
for fear of exposing themselves to a general censure, and
being convicted from their own declarations, in which they
had frequently condemned episcopacy, as contrary to Chris-
tianity ; nor durst they deny it, because they might have
been confuted, and must, at once, have sunk into contempt.
The soldiers, seeing their perplexity, insulted them; and
went away, boasting of their victory; nor did the presby-
terians, for some time, recover spirit enough to renew
their meetings, or to proceed in the work of easing con*
sciences.

Earbury, exulting at the victory, which, not his own
abilities, but the subtlety of the soldier had procured him,
began to vent his notions of every kind, without scruple,
and, at length, asserted, that " the saints had an equal mea-
sure of the divine nature with our Saviour, though not
equally manifest." At the same time he took upon him